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Commission on Dental Accreditation
Staff Biographical Information
Dr. Sherin Tooks, EdD, MS, director, Commission on Dental Accreditation
Dr. Sherin Tooks has been with the Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) since January 2002
and was appointed Director of CODA in November 2012. Prior to her appointment as Director, Dr.
Tooks held the position of Manager, Advanced Dental Education within the Commission. Dr. Tooks
oversees the operations of the Commission and serves as staff secretary of the Standing Committee
on Finance, the Standing Committee on Quality Assurance and Strategic Planning, the Standing
Committee on Nominations, and the Standing Committee on International Accreditation. Dr. Tooks
has guided the Commission through important initiatives, including strategic planning, re-recognition
by the United States Department of Education and, most recently, CODA’s development of an
electronic accreditation platform. Dr. Tooks holds a Master of Science degree in dental hygiene
education, from the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Dentistry and a Doctor of Education
degree, with an emphasis in educational leadership, from the University of Phoenix.
Ms. Jamie Asher Hernandez, MS, manager, Allied Dental Education
Ms. Jamie Asher Hernandez supports CODA’s accreditation program for allied dental education,
working specifically with dental assisting and dental laboratory technology education programs.
Jamie also supports the Commission’s allied dental education Review Committees, and serves as a
resource to CODA’s communities of interest related to dental assisting and dental laboratory
technology education matters. Jamie began her career as an educator and has worked for several
associations and nonprofit organizations. Prior to joining CODA, Jamie worked at the Academy of
Nutrition & Dietetics. At the Academy, Jamie served as an accreditation and education manager with
the Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition & Dietetics (ACEND) and also served as a
manager with the Commission on Dietetic Registration (CDR) focusing on professional development
for dietitians and dietetic technicians. Jamie holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary
Education from the University of Holy Cross in New Orleans, Louisiana and a Master of Science
degree in Public Service Management with a focus in nonprofit management from DePaul University
in Chicago, Illinois.
Ms. Kirsten Nadler, MS, manager, Advanced Dental Education
Ms. Kirsten Nadler supports CODA’s accreditation program for advanced dental education, working
specifically with dental public health, oral and maxillofacial pathology, oral and maxillofacial
radiology, pediatric dentistry, and prosthodontics education programs. Kirsten also has oversight of
the site visit process, works with advanced dental education Review Committees, and acts as a
resource to CODA’s communities of interest related to advanced dental education issues. Prior to
joining the CODA team, Ms. Nadler has worked in accreditation and education program
development roles at medical specialty societies including the Radiological Society of North
America, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the American Medical Association. Kirsten holds
a Master of Science degree in Biotechnology Studies from the University of Maryland University
College.
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Ms. Peggy Soeldner, MSEd, manager, Advanced Dental Education
Ms. Peggy Soeldner has been with the Commission for more than twenty years. During this time,
she has supported advanced dental education, specifically, the disciplines of advanced education in
general dentistry, general practice residency, dental anesthesiology, oral medicine and orofacial
pain. In addition, Peggy staffs the Standing Committee on Documentation and Policy. Prior to joining
CODA, Ms. Soeldner worked in student services and admissions at the University of Chicago,
Pritzker School of Medicine. Peggy holds a Master’s degree in Adult and Continuing Education from
Northern Illinois University.
Ms. Kelly Stapleton, MSEd, manager, Predoctoral Dental Education
Ms. Stapleton supports CODA’s accreditation program for predoctoral dental education and dental
therapy education programs and provides staff support for the Review Committee of Predoctoral
Dental Education. Kelly also assists on consultation activities for international dental education
programs and supports the Standing Committee on International Accreditation. Prior to joining
CODA, Kelly began her career as a classroom teacher in Milwaukee, WI, and Chicago, IL. Kelly
transitioned to higher education administration where she supported the knowledge and behavioral
assessment programs at Rush University Medical College in Chicago, IL. Kelly holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Education and Sociology from Marquette University, a Professional Educator
License in the state of Illinois, and a Master of Science in Education degree in Educational
Leadership from Indiana University Bloomington.

