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PROPOSED REVISIONS TO ACCREDITATION STANDARDS FOR ADVANCED 

DENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS RELATED TO SPONSORING INSTITUTION 
AND AUTHORITY TO OPERATE 

 
PROPOSED REVISIONS FOR STANDARD 1 FOR DENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH, 
ENDODONTICS, ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL PATHOLOGY, ORAL AND 
MAXILLOFACIAL RADIOLOGY, ORTHODONTICS AND DENTOFACIAL 
ORTHOPEDICS (RESIDENCY), ORAL AND MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY 
(RESIDENCY), PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY, PERIODONTICS, AND 
PROSTHODONTICS: 
 
Standard 1-Institutional Commitment/Program Effectiveness 
 
Advanced dental education programs must be sponsored by institutions, which are properly 
chartered, and licensed to operate and offer instruction leading to degrees, diplomas or 
certificates with recognized education validity. Hospitals that sponsor advanced dental 
education programs must be accredited by an accreditation organization recognized by the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). Educational institutions that sponsor 
advanced dental education programs must be accredited by an agency recognized by the United 
States Department of Education. Health care organizations that sponsor advanced dental 
education programs must be accredited by an agency recognized by the United States 
Department of Education or accredited by an accreditation organization recognized by the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)*. The bylaws, rules and regulations of 
hospitals or health care organizations that sponsor or provide a substantial portion of advanced 
dental education programs must assure that dentists are eligible for medical staff membership 
and privileges including the right to vote, hold office, serve on medical staff committees and 
admit, manage and discharge patients. 
 
United States military programs not sponsored or co-sponsored by military medical treatment 
facilities, United States-based educational institutions, hospitals or health care organizations 
accredited by an agency recognized by the United States Department of Education or accredited 
by an accreditation organization recognized by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) must demonstrate successful achievement of Service-specific organizational inspection 
criteria. 

1-1* Dental Public Health programs must be sponsored by federal, state or local public health 
agencies, dental schools, health facilities, schools of public health, or other institutions of higher 
learning. 

Examples of evidence to demonstrate compliance may include: 
• Accreditation certificate or current official listing of accredited institutions from a United 

States Department of Education recognized accreditation organization 
• Evidence of successful achievement of Service-specific organizational inspection criteria 
• Accreditation certificate or current official listing of accredited institution from an 

accreditation organization recognized by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS).  For example: Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care (AAAHC); 
Accreditation Commission for Health Care, Inc. (ACHC); American Association for 
Accreditation of Ambulatory Surgery Facilities (AAAASF); American Osteopathic 
Association Healthcare Facilities Accreditation Program (AOA/HFAP); Center for 
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Improvement in Healthcare Quality (CIHQ); Community Health Accreditation Program 
(CHAP); DNV GL-Healthcare (DNV GL); National Dialysis Accreditation Commission 
(NDAC); The Compliance Team (TCT); The Joint Commission (JC). 

• Evidence of successful achievement of receive regular on-site inspections through the 
Health Resources and Services Administration Operational Site Visit (HRSA-OSV) 
process. 

 
Advanced dental education programs conferring a certificate must have state or federal approval 
to operate and, as applicable, to confer a certificate.  Advanced dental education programs 
conferring a degree must have institutional accreditation and authority to confer a degree. 
 
Intent:  The educational program demonstrates either:  a) documentation of receipt of federal aid 
as evidence to operate, or b) documentation of a state business license as evidence to operate.  
Additionally, as required by the state, the program demonstrates authority through an appropriate 
state agency when issuing a certificate of completion. If conferring a degree, the program 
demonstrates authorization from its institutional accrediting agency. Federally operated agencies 
receive operational and certificate granting authority through federal oversight. 
 
Examples of evidence to demonstrate compliance may include: 

• State license or federal authority documenting the institution’s approval to operate and 
confer a credential 

• Institutional accreditation indicating approval to confer a degree 
 
The authority and final responsibility for curriculum development and approval, 
student/resident selection, faculty selection and administrative matters must rest within the 
sponsoring institution. 

 
The institution/program must have a formal system of quality assurance for programs that 
provide patient care. 

 
The position of the program in the administrative structure must be consistent with that of 
other parallel programs within the institution and the program director must have the 
authority, responsibility, and privileges necessary to manage the program. 

 
1-1 Dental Public Health programs must be sponsored by federal, state or local public 

health agencies, dental schools, health facilities, schools of public health, or other 
institutions of higher learning. 
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