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Background

The Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA) Accreditation Standards for Dental Therapy
Education Programs adopted on February 6, 2025 and implemented on August 7, 2015. Since that
date then, 6 site visits have been conducted by visiting committees of CODA utilizing these standards.

Currently, the Standards include 80 “must” statements addressing 158 required areas of compliance.

This report presents the number of non-compliance areas cited by site visits conducted from August 7,
2015 through October 31, 2025. If special (focused or comprehensive), pre-enrollment or pre-
graduation site visits were conducted during this period, citings from those visits are also included.

Analysis
The data in Appendix 1 reflects a total of 87 citings of non-compliance.

e Standard 1- Insitutional Effectiveness: 4 (4.7%)

e Standard 2- Educational Program: 78 (89.6%)

e Standard 3- Faculty and Staff: 2 (2.3%)

e Standard 4- Educational Support Services: 1 (1.1%)

e Standard 5- Health, Safety, and Patient Care Provisions: 2 (2.3%)

Analysis of the data indicates that the most frequently cited Standard is:

e Dental Therapy Standard 2-20 (providing care to patients in all stages of life): 5 citings

Summary

CODA will continue to receive reports annually which summarize the frequency of citings for each
individual Standard, and will use the data to propose future revisions.

Recommendation:

This report is informational in nature, no action requested.

Prepared by: Kelly Stapleton, manager, Predoctoral Dental Education
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Dental Therapy Education Programs Frequency of Citings
Total Number of Programs Evaluated: 6

August 7, 2015 through October 31, 2025

Standard 1: Institutional and Program Effectiveness (14 Areas of Compliance)

Non-Compliance Accreditation Required Areas of Compliance
Citings Standard
1 1-1 The program must develop a clearly stated purpose/mission

statement appropriate to dental therapy education, addressing
teaching, patient care, research and service.

1 1-2 Ongoing planning for, assessment of and improvement of
educational quality and program effectiveness must be broad-
based, systematic, continuous, and designed to promote
achievement of institutional goals related to institutional
effectiveness, student achievement, patient care, research, and
service.

1 1-3 The dental therapy education program must have a stated
commitment to a humanistic culture and learning environment
that is regularly evaluated.

1-4 The program must have policies and practices to:*

*Note: Dental Therapy Standard 1-4 a — ¢ was suspended by
CODA at its August 7, 2025 meeting. Any programs site
visited after this date were not reviewed for this Standard.

a. achieve appropriate levels of diversity among its students,
faculty and staff;

b. engage in ongoing systematic and focused efforts to attract and
retain students, faculty and staff from diverse backgrounds;

1 C. systematically evaluate comprehensive strategies to improve the
institutional climate for diversity.
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Standard 2: Educational Program (77 Areas of Compliance)

Non-Compliance Accreditation Required Areas of Compliance
Citings Standard
1 2-2 The stated goals of the program must be focused on

educational outcomes and define the competencies needed for
graduation, including the preparation of graduates who possess
the knowledge, skills and values to begin the practice of dental

therapy.

2 2-4 The dental therapy education program must employ student
evaluation methods that measure its defined competencies and
are written and communicated to the enrolled students.

1 2-6 In advance of each course or other unit of instruction, students
must be provided written information about the goals and
requirements of each course, the nature of the course content,
the method(s) of evaluation to be used, and how grades and
competency are determined.

1 2-9 Graduates must be competent in the use of critical thinking and
problem-solving, related to the scope of dental therapy practice
including their use in the care of patients and knowledge of when
to consult a dentist or other members of the healthcare team.

2 2-14 Graduates must be competent in managing a diverse patient
population and have the interpersonal and communications skills
to function successfully in a multicultural work environment.

1 2-15 Graduates must be competent in communicating and
collaborating with other members of the health care team to
facilitate the provision of health care.

1 2-16 Graduates must be competent in the application of the
principles of ethical decision making and professional
responsibility.

1 2-17 Graduates must be competent in applying legal and regulatory
concepts to the provision and/or support of oral health care
services.
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2 2-19 The program must ensure the availability of adequate patient
experiences that afford all students the opportunity to achieve its
stated competencies within a reasonable time.

5 2-20 Graduates must be competent in providing oral health care
within the scope of dental therapy to patients in all stages of life.

2-21 The dental therapist provides care with supervision at a
level specified by the state dental practice act. The
curriculum for dental therapy programs will support the
following competencies within the scope of dental therapy
practice.

2-21 At a minimum, graduates must be competent in providing
oral health care within the scope of dental therapy practice with
supervision as defined by the state practice acts, including:

2 a. identify oral and systemic conditions requiring evaluation and/or
treatment by dentists, physicians or other healthcare providers,
and manage referrals

2 b. comprehensive charting of the oral cavity

2 C. oral health instruction and disease prevention education,
including nutritional counseling and dietary analysis

2 d. exposing radiographic images

2 e. dental prophylaxis including sub-gingival scaling and/or polishing
procedures

2 f. dispensing and administering via the oral and/or topical route

non-narcotic analgesics, anti-inflammatory, and antibiotic
medications as prescribed by a licensed healthcare provider

3 g. applying topical preventive or prophylactic agents (i.e. fluoride),
including fluoride varnish, antimicrobial agents, and pit and
fissure sealants

3 h. pulp vitality testing

2 i. applying desensitizing medication or resin
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2 j fabricating athletic mouthguards
3 k. changing periodontal dressings
2 l. administering local anesthetic
3 m. simple extraction of erupted primary teeth
2 n. emergency palliative treatment of dental pain limited to the

procedures in this section

2 0. preparation and placement of direct restoration in primary and
permanent teeth

3 p. fabrication and placement of single-tooth temporary crowns

3 q. preparation and placement of preformed crowns on primary
teeth

3 r. indirect and direct pulp capping on permanent teeth

3 S. indirect pulp capping on primary teeth

3 t. suture removal

3 u. minor adjustments and repairs on removable prostheses

3 V. removal of space maintainers

2 2-22 Where graduates of a CODA-accredited dental therapy program

are authorized to perform additional functions defined by the
program’s state-specific dental board or regulatory agency,
program curriculum must include content at the level, depth, and
scope required by the state.

1 Further, curriculum content must include didactic and
laboratory/preclinical/clinical objectives for the additional dental
therapy skills and functions.

3 Students must demonstrate laboratory/preclinical/clinical
competence in performing these skills.
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Standard 3: Faculty and Staff (20 Areas of Compliance)

Non-Compliance Accreditation Required Areas of Compliance
Citings Standard
1 3-4 The number and distribution of faculty and staff must be

sufficient to meet the program’s stated purpose/mission, goals
and objectives, at all sites where required educational activity
occurs.

1 3-12 Qualified institutional support personnel must be assigned to the
program to support both the instructional program and the
clinical facilities providing a safe environment for the provision of
instruction and patient care.
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Standard 4: Educational Support Services (33 Areas of Compliance)

Non-Compliance Accreditation Required Areas of Compliance
Citings Standard
1 4-5 The number of students enrolled in the program must be

proportionate to the resources available.
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Standard 5: Health, Safety, and Patient Care Provisions (14 Areas of Compliance)

Non-Compliance Accreditation Required Areas of Compliance
Citings Standard
5-5 The program must conduct a formal system of continuous

quality improvement for the patient care program that
demonstrates evidence of:

a. standards of care that are patient-centered, focused on
comprehensive care and written in a format that facilitates
assessment with measurable criteria;

1 b. an ongoing review and analysis of compliance with the defined
standards of care;

C. an ongoing review of a representative sample of patients and
patient records to assess the appropriateness, necessity and
quality of the care provided;

d. mechanisms to determine the cause(s) of treatment deficiencies;

1 e. implementation of corrective measures as appropriate.
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